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7b  the  Chairman  and  Members. 




Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  my  statutoi'y  duties  I have  the 
honour  to  submit  to  you  my  23rd  annual  report  for  the  year, 
1923. 

The  Port  Sanitary  District  of  Dartmouth  and  Totnes 
was  constituted  in  the  year  1888  by  a Provisional  Order  of  the 
Local  Government, 

In  this  Order  the  limits  of  jurisdiction  are  thus  laid  down. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Port  Sanitary  Authority  shall 
extend  to  so  much  of  the  said  Port  of  Dartmouth  as  lies 
between  Totnes  Bridge  and  a line  drawn  across  the  entrance  to 
Dartmouth  Harbour,  from  Blackstone  Point  to  the  outward 
Froward  Point,  together  with  the  waters  of  the  said  Port 
within  such  limits,  and  the  Place  or  places  for  the  time  being 
appointed  as  the  customs’  Boarding  Station  or  Stations  for 
such  part  of  the  said  Port  under  any  regulations  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  spread  of  disease  issued  under' the*Authority’of 
the  Statutes  in  that  behalf,  and  the  Docks,  Basins,  Harbours, 
Creeks,  Rivers,  Channels,  Roads,  Bays, -and  Streams,  belonging 
to  that  part  of  the  said  Port  for  which  such  Authority  is  con- 
stituted as  aforesaid. 
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The  chief  part  of  the  work  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Authority  is  done  at  Dartmouth,  and  consists  chiefly  in  ex- 
amining vessels  coming  in  from  Foreign  Ports  to  take  bunker 
coal  to  enable  them  to  proceed  to  their  Discharging  Port. 
Also  Steam  and  Sailing  Vessels  carrying  coal  from  the  North 
of  England  and  the  Welsh  Ports  to  discharge  at  the  Kingswear 
Jetty  into  trucks,  to  be  carried  to  the  neighbouring  towns  for 
house  consumption,  and  to  discharge  into  the  hulks  for 
bunkering  purposes. 

A few  small  vessels  come  into  the  Port  to  discharge  mer- 
chandise SiC.,  from  British  Coast  Towns.  Very  few  come  from 
Foreign  Ports  to  discharge ; these  are  chiefly  timber  ships. 
Dartmouth  is  not  what  is  called  a Discharging  Port. 

A few  small  vessels  proceed  up  the  river  to  Totnes,  a 
distance  of  12  miles,  with  coal  and  timber.  All  these  vessels 
are  inspected  before  they  proceed  up  the  river. 


The  Discharging  Quays  in  the  Port  are  : — The  Embank- 
ment, Dartmouth;  The  Jetty,  Kingswear;  The  Quay, 
Tuckenay  ; The  Quay,  Totnes. 


During  the  year,  515  Steam  and  Sailing  Vessels  have 
entered  the  Port  from  the  various  Ports  throughout  the  world, 
chiefly  to  receive  Bunkers  Coal,  showing  a tonnage  306,920 
tons,  a decrease  upon  last  year  by  33  vessels,  and  the  tonnage 
by  56,577  tons.  This  is  largely  owing  to  a strike  with  the  coal 
workers  w'hich  commenced  in  October  1922,  and  did  not  end 
until  July  of  this  year.  26  of  the  vessels  came  to  the  Port  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  up. 


444  of  these  vessels  were  visited  and  inspected  for  sickness 
Sanitary  defects  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 
One  case  of  Malaria  and  one  case  of  Pneumonia  which  are 
classified  as  notifiable  diseases  were  discovered,  both  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Dartmouth  and  Kingswear  Hospital 
w ere  they  recovered,  but  no  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was 
f Ships  were  found  to  be  in  a dirty  insanitary  state, 
informal  notices  were  issued  but  it  was  not  found  nescessary 

o serve  any  Statutory  Notices,  the  necessary  work  being  done 
on  request. 


The  following  list  gives  the  cases  of  ordinary  sickness  and 
injury  found  on  the  ships  inspected. 
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Abscess  ...  ...  2 

Myalgia  ...  ...  3 

Gastric  Catarrh  ...  1 

F.  B.  in  Ear  ...  ...  1 

Haemorrhage  ...  ...  1 

Malaria  ...  ...  1 

Phymosis  ...  ...  1 


Injuries  ...  ...  8 

Syphilis  ...  ...  2 

Synovitis  Knee  ...  1 

Alcoholism  ...  ...  1 

Whitlow  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  1 


HOSPIl'AL  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  one  of  the  River  Steamboats,  the 
“ Kingswear  Castle”  has  been  acquired  and  when  the  conversion 
is  complete,  she  will  in  my  opinion,  make  quite  a serviceable 
Hospital,  in  every  way  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Port.  Although  I am  happy  to  say  that  it  is  not  often 
Infectious  Disease  is  brought  into  the  Port,  but  one  never 
knows  when  a case  may  be  found,  therefore  it  is  very  necessary 
to  be  prepared.  During  my  23  years  of  office,  22  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  has  been  treated  on  the  old  Hospital  Ship 
“Mayfly,”  viz:  14  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  5 cases  of  Small 
Pox,  1 Measles,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Malaria,  so  it  proves  the 
absolute  necessity  of  providing  a Hospital. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Only  two  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  were  discovered,  viz  : 
Syphilis  2. 

There  is  no  facility  here  in  the  form  of  a Clinic  to  deal 
with  this  class  of  case — (the  nearest  Clinics  are  at  Plymouth 
and  Exeter).  When  the  vessel  is  ready  as  an  Infectious 
Hospital  a Clinic  could  easily  be  established. 


rats  and  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT  OF  1919. 

Nothing  is  done  in  this  matter,  as  vessels  come  into  the 
Port  for  bunker  coal  and  only  remain  for  a few  hours.  They 
lay  in  mid  stream  and  there  is  no  communication  with  the 
shore,  being  moored  to  the  Hulks,  take  in  their  coal,  and 
immediately  proceed  to  sea,  so  no  Rats  have  been  destroyed,  as 
will  be  seen  by  Form  B. 
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PORT  SANITARY  (INFECTIOUS) 
REGULATIONS,  1920. 

Part  2,  Paragraph  2,  dealing  with  Verminous  Persons 

and  Material 

When  the  New  Hospital  is  completed  and  in  Working 
Order,  there  will  be  Bathing  Accommodation  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  above,  and  although  there  will  be  no  Disinfector  on  the 
Ship,  there  is  one  in  the  Borough  which  is  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Port  if  required. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  H.  HARRIS,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FORM  A. 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary  District  during  the  year  1923. 


Number  inspected. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number 
of  Orders 
issued 

Number 

Tonnage 

By  tbe 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

By  the 
Inspector 
of 

Nuisances 

( Steamers 

158 

183767 

95 

M7 

8 

4 

Foreign  < Sailing 

4 

559 

0 

4 

0 

0 

( Fishing 

3 

90 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

165 

184416 

95 

154 

8 

4 

( Steamers 

310 

1 19516 

20 

250 

30 

15 

Coastwise  •<  Sailing 

40 

2988 

14 

40 

2 

I 

( Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Coastwise 

350 

122504 

54 

290 

32 

16 

Total  Foreign  and 
Coastwies 

515 

306920 

149 

444 

40 

20 

FORM  B 

Rats  destroyed  in  1923 


Number. 

Black  Rats 

Brown  Rats 

Rats  examined 

Nil. 

■ 1 infected  with  plague 
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